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The Mayflower reached the waters of New Eng-
land on the llth of November after a tedious
course of sixty-five days from Plymouth to Cape
Cod; but they did not decide on their place of
landing until the 21st of December. Pour days
later they erected or? the site of the town of Ply-
mouth their first building.

The coast of New England was no unknown
shore. During the years from 1607 to 1620,
while settlers were founding permanent colonies
at Jamestown and in Bermuda, explorers and
fishermen, both English and French, had skirted
its headlands and penetrated its harbors. In
1614, John Smith, the famous Virginia pioneer,
who had left the service of the London Company
and was in the employ of certain London merchants,
had explored the northern coast in an open boat
and had given the region its name. These many
voyages and ventures at trading and fishing served
to arouse enthusiasm in England for a world of
good rivers and harbors, rich soil, and wonderful
fishing, and to spread widely a knowledge of the
coasts from Newfoundland to the Hudson River.
Of this knowledge the Pilgrims reaped the benefit,
and the captain of the Mayflower, Christopher
Jones, against whom any charge of treachery may